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Eugene and Carolyn Brandenburg grew a 4 pound
sweet potato and another 4 and one/half pound
twisted sweet potato in their garden on Smallwood
Road in Conway.

Willie (Bill) Coffey grew these large sweet potatoes
in his garden on Hurricane School Road in
Brodhead. The sweet potato on the left is over 5
pounds and the one on the right is over 6 pounds.

Ronald Powell, of Brodhead, killed this 43” rattle-
snake with seven rattlers and one button on his
mother’s, Florence Powell’s, farm in Jackson County.

Strange...
But True?
by: Tonya J. Cook

The Redskins football team went undefeated to win 1st place in the league championship this season.  Pictured
are, front from left: Jason Puckett, Tristan McFerron, Austin Tillary, Josh Thacker, Aaron Clark, Isaiah
Didelot, Byron Abney, and Caleb Williams. Second row from left: Tristan Bullens, Drew Hopkins, Dakota
Kirby, Andrew Didelot, Trevor Todd, Bentley Taylor, Jacob Anglin, Colsen Stevens, Landon Broaddus, Dylan
Bullens, and little sister Allie Todd. Back row from left: Head Coach Mike Hamilton, with Shane Thacker and
Billy Todd.

The Hope Diamond: A Cursed Jewel
The Smithsonian Natural History Museum in Washington,

DC, is in possession of the most famous and beautiful dia-
mond ever known, but...is it cursed? In this column of the
“Strange...But True?” series, we will look first concerning the
history of the stone, then its curse, if any.

The story is said to have begun when the stone, quite larger
than its present form, was stolen from the eye of an Indian
goddess sculpture, Sita, the wife of Rama, the seventh avatar
of Vishnu. The possessor of the cursed stone is said to be
cursed, as is anyone that ever touches it. Many believe the
“curse” was invented in the 20th century to increase the sales
appeal and add mystique.

The 45.52 carat diamond has changed hands several times
on its path from India to France, Britain, and then, the United
States. It is known as “the most famous diamond in the world”.
It appears blue in color, but will glow red for a time after be-
ing illuminated by ultraviolet light, which adds to its curious
reputation.

Its first owner, Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, obtained the stone
by purchase or possibly by theft in 1640-1667, and sold it to
Louis XIV of France in 1668 or 1669, along with other stones.
Louis XIV had the stone reset as a 67.125 caret stone, which
he wore as a pin supported by a ribbon, to most ceremonies.
His successor, King Louis XV, had the stone, “The French
Blue”, reset in 1749, and it became the “The Order of the
Golden Fleece”. Later, the stone became the property of his
grandson, Louis XVI.

On September 11, 1792, while Louis XVI and Marie
Antoinette were imprisoned during the French Revolution, the
diamond was stolen during a five-day looting spree. Some of
the royal gems were recovered, but not “The French Blue”. It
disappeared from history for a time. Louis and Marie Antoinette
were guillotined, and this may have been the origin of the
curse.

The jewel was smuggled into London about 1792, after
being recut in a “butcher job” and now was in two pieces. The
larger of the two became “The Hope Diamond”. This wasn't
confirmed until 2005 after rediscoveries in the French Natu-
ral History Museum.

The diamond found its way to Duke Karl Wilhelm of
Brunswick about 1805. He was under attack by Napoleon,
and had the stone cut again when fleeing to Britain in 1806 to
hide its identity. He joined his daughter, Caroline of Brunswick,
who was the wife of George IV of England. The diamond was
“under cover” until 1830. King George IV had it until his mis-
tress, Lady Cunningham stole it, or it was sold in private chan-
nels to cover the king's debt when he died.

Thomas Hope, a banker, retained the diamond for $65,000
to $90,000. His nephew, Henry Phillip Hope, came into pos-
session of the gem and he died in 1839. His only daughter,
Henrietta, was wife of the Duke of Newcastle. In 1884, the
diamond went to her younger son, Henry Francis Pelham
Clinton in 1887.

In 1894, Henry met an American singer, May Yohe', and
they married later. He went bankrupt and had to sell the dia-
mond to Adolph Weill, who sold it to Simon Frankel, who
took it to New York. Frankel fell on hard times, and sold the
diamond to Selim Habisle, a Turkish diamond collector on
behalf of Sultan Abdulhamid of the Ottoman Empire. The stone
was sold to settle the debt in 1909 for $80,000.

The jewel made its rounds until falling to Pierre Cartier for
$150, 000 in 1910. He sold it to Washington DC socialite,
Evelyn Walsh-McLean, whose dog, a Great Dane named Mike,
wore it to parties in the 1920s. Harry Winston bought the stone
from the McLean grandchildren. He donated it to the
Smithsonian in 1958. Winston sent it in a box insured for
$145.29, paying $2.44 for postage. The Smithsonian had it
insured for $250, 000, 000.

Now that the history of the Hope Diamond as  been re-
viewed, we will look at it's curse next week.
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