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Joshua and Jeremiah Merritt of Wildie Rd. crashed
the competition and took home top honors in the
small car demolition derby at the Little World's Fair
in Brodhead Monday night.  In an exciting, hard-
hitting battle, Josh captured first place and the Mad
Dog Heavy Hitter award, and his brother Jeremiah
slammed his way into second place. Congratulations
guys.

By Max Phelps
Rain In Due Season

Truly it's a blessing to
life of all kinds when there
is sufficient rainfall. This is
especially true to the farm-
ers and gardeners who hope
for rain at the best times.

Rain provides water for
the butterflies and birds, and
ultimately to the springs and
rivers we draw drinking
water from, and ultimately
the oceans.

When there's been a long
dry period, then the rain and
storms come; the whole en-
vironment seems to react
with relief. Trees get
greener, grass grows over-
night, seeds sprout and
grow, and in the desert the
cactus begin to bloom.

Timely rain is of much
more use than long periods
of too little or too much.
Fertile lands planted in
crops can wither and dry
and produce very little when
it does not rain during the
growing season. On the
other hand, it has to be dry
enough to plant in the spring
in the first place. Then it has
to be dry enough to har-
vest—for molding corn or
wheat in the fields from too
much rain at harvest time
cancels out even a bumper
crop.

Large corporate farms
are more at risk than back-
yard gardeners, for a good
gardener will be successful
in growing something use-
ful to eat (or some pretty
flowers) even if the weather
did not cooperate when he
or she wanted to plant some
particular seeds. Transplants
can be put in the ground
even in muddy gardens if
one needs to do that. I've
planted tobacco, sweet po-
tatoes, strawberries, toma-
toes and such in soggy con-
ditions with the mud
squishing between my toes.

Droughts have been a
fact of life as long as there
have been written records.
It is thought by some that

the Mayan Civilization
starved from drought-in-
duced failures of crops like
corn (maize) which led to
extinction.

A seven year drought in
Palestine resulted in the an-
cient Israelites going to
Egypt (where they were
eventually enslaved until the
famous crossing of the Red
Sea). Weather indeed
changes history.

Rain that falls too fast or
in too great amounts causes
flooding as it comes down
faster than the soil can ab-
sorb it. In modern cities and
towns this is exacerbated
because so much native veg-
etation has been replaced
with concrete, asphalt,
short-cut grass and shingled
buildings. The result is
record-breaking flooding
from a rain event that may
have happened a dozen
times before and not caused
such bad damage.

To the folks with lawn
sprinklers, rain means they
can cut the watering, and the
water bill. Rain may mean a
person does not have to wa-
ter their new plants. (Too
much water can kill more
new plants than dry weather
actually, especially with
clay soil that does not drain
but lets a small pond accu-
mulate in the hole where the
new plant was placed.)
Raised beds can eliminate
most of the problems asso-
ciated with ponding around
roots of new trees and
shrubs.

As I write this, the cur-
rent growing season has
been abnormally wet. Some,
fearing drought, didn't plant
trees or grow a garden this
year. And some have planted
and had floods or hail dam-
age their gardens or crops.

As a final thought. Rain-
fall is much better than irri-
gation for our yards and gar-
dens. The cloudiness is help-
ful, but it's the nitrogen from
the air that a thunderstorm
mixes with the water natu-
rally that really is the magi-
cal ingredient that turns
lawns green overnight as
grasses, flowers and plants
get both water and fertilizer
in the rainstorm water.

The author is a land-
scaper. Send Max your com-
ments to
waterfallsinyards@yahoo.com

Yards to Paradise

Some colleges, espe-
cially private schools, re-
quire an essay as part of
their admissions process for
college freshmen. That es-
say may also help when it
comes to paying for college,
according to  the Kentucky
Higher Education Assis-
tance Authority (KHEAA).

Generally, the more ex-
clusive the college, the more
important the essay may be
in admissions and financial
aid decisions.

Essays let schools learn
more about students than
just what the application
shows. That gives writers a
chance to set themselves
apart.

Students should put time
and effort into an admis-
sions essay. Colleges want
students who can express
themselves clearly, using
proper spelling, grammar
and punctuation. It may take

several drafts  to get it right,
but the essay needs to be
well written and free of er-
rors. Students should have
a teacher, school counselor
or parent review the essay
before submitting it to the
college. The better the es-
say, the better a student’s
chance of being accepted  at
a top school.

KHEAA is the state
agency that administers
Kentucky’s student aid pro-
grams, including the Ken-
tucky Educational Excel-
lence Scholarship (KEES).

To find links to other
useful education websites,
go to
www.gotocollege.ky.gov.
For more information about
Kentucky scholarships and
grants, visit
www.kheaa.com; write
KHEAA, P.O. Box 798,
Frankfort,  KY 40602; or
call 800-928-8926, ext. 6-
7372.

Financial Aid Tip of the Month
A good admissions essay may
mean more money for college

The federal government
may forgive all or part of
your student loans if you
meet certain requirements.
The forgiveness options for
federal student loans, ac-
cording to the Kentucky
Higher Education Assis-
tance Authority (KHEAA),
include:

•Teacher loan forgive-
ness. To qualify, you must
teach at least five full years
in a low-income school in an
eligible district. Depending
on your field, you may  have
up to $17,500 in student
loans forgiven.

•Public service loan for-
giveness. You must work
full time in a public service
job and make 120 monthly
payments to qualify. You
also have to be working in
public  service when you
make the 120 payments and
when you apply for loan for-
giveness. All of your re-
maining loan balance may
be forgiven.

•Nursing loan forgive-
ness. You must be at least a
registered nurse and agree to

work two years in a critical
shortage facility at least 32
hours per week. If  you ful-
fill your agreement, 60 per-
cent of your loan balance
will be forgiven. Another 25
percent will be forgiven if
you work a third year.

For complete details on
these and other programs,
visit www.ed.gov.

KHEAA is the state
agency that administers
Kentucky’s grant and schol-
arship programs. It provides
free copies of “It’s Money,
Baby,” a guide to financial
literacy, to Kentucky
schools and residents upon
request at
publications@kheaa.com.

To learn how to plan and
prepare for higher educa-
tion, go to
www.gotocollege.ky.gov.
For more information about
Kentucky scholarships and
grants, visit
www.kheaa.com; write
KHEAA, P.O. Box 798,
Frankfort, KY 40602; or
call 800-928-8926, ext. 6-
7372.

Money Tips for Students
Federal government offers
student loan forgiveness programs
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